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During my recent trip to El Salvador in late November 2009 I was able to see the progress of the 

Minor Species Program and view the direct impact of the recently received donations that have 

supported and expanded the program.  I had a chance to meet with Maritza Rodriguez, the 

Program Manager for the Environment Program and Elena Grande, Technical Coordinator for 

the Minor Species Program.  Both Maritza and Elena were very appreciative of the recent 

support and were excited to share the details of the 

work they are doing.  

I had the opportunity to visit two communities and 

several families that are benefiting from the 

ASAPROSAR Minor Species Program. I was able to 

see the progression of communities that have been 

working with ASAPROSAR for 2 months, 8 months and 

2 years. The experience was excellent in showing the 

effective work of ASAPROSAR as families are able to 

provide better nutrition and increase income levels by 

efficient animal husbandry. We visited with some very 

impressive women’s groups (trabajadores!) working 

with the minor species program and had a chance to 

see some of the new goats and chickens that were purchased with money that we recently 

raised.  

One women’s group stood out as a progressive team committed to improving the quality of their 

lives. The women in the community of Casa Blanca Del Caton Magdalena are organized and 

dedicated to developing their community. With the help of ASAPROSAR’s Minor Species this 

dynamic group of women have increased their 

incomes improved the nutrition of their families and 

have strengthened their self confidence.  

The community of Casa Blanca has been working with 

ASAPROSAR for 7 years and there are families at 

varying levels of involvement with the Minor Species 

program. From visiting several different houses it was 

easy to recognize those with more years of 

participation. One example I noticed is that the senior 

members of the group all had an efficient stove and 
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oven which vents the heavy smoke in their cooking areas.  Their yards were also 

more orderly with the animals in their pens with the animals healthy and well taken 

care of with water and food. 

The women who make up the governing committee for the Minor Species project in Casa 

Blanca are a vibrant, intelligent and driven group who are working hard with the help of 

ASAPROSAR to improve their quality of life. I sat in on a meeting and listened to their 

experience with the project and saw some of the 

work they are doing with the community. The 

group showed us a map that they had made of 

the community showing the families at higher 

risks and living in greater poverty. They are 

working to help eliminate these risks and include 

more women in the group.  

The recent donations we have received with 

great help from Dorothy Blass and her 

colleagues have helped to purchase 5 female 

goats, 3 male goats, over 40 chickens and 

supplies such as antibiotics and vitamins for 

raising healthy animals. The animals will help the 

groups like Casa Blanca improve the nutrition of their families and increase their income as well 

as other not so tangible ways such as increasing self confidence in the women who participate 

and providing a greater sense of solidarity and empowerment. 
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